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Mandatory General Plan ElementsMandatory General Plan Elements

• Land Use
• Circulation
• Housing
• Conservation
• Open Space
• Noise
• Safety



What is a Housing Element?What is a Housing Element?
• State mandated element in 

the General Plan
• State law requires update 

every 5 – 7 years
• Assess housing needs at 

various income levels
• Long-term, consensus-

based vision for housing
• Establish policy strategy to 

meet housing needs



Housing Element ComponentsHousing Element Components

• Housing Needs Assessment
• Sites Inventory & Analysis
• Analysis of Constraints on Housing
• Housing Programs
• Quantified Objectives



Housing Element vs. GP UpdateHousing Element vs. GP Update

Housing Element
• 5-7 year strategy
• Planning for 2007-

2014 
• Due June 30, 2009

General Plan Update
• Long-term vision 
• Planning for horizon 

year 2040 
• No specific due date



San JoseSan Jose’’s 2007s 2007--2014 Regional 2014 Regional 
Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA)Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA)

Number of units
Income Category Income Range

San Jose County

Above Moderate Above 120% of AMI 15,449 25,885

Moderate 80% -120% of AMI 6,197 11,006

Low 50% - 80% of AMI 5,321 9,566

Very Low Below 50% of AMI 7,750 13,877

Total 34,717 60,334
AMI = Area Median Income: $105,500 for a family of four in Santa

Clara County.
Source: ABAG and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.



Future Growth LocationsFuture Growth Locations

Transit-Oriented Development
Corridors

Downtown

Specific Plans
- South Rincon
- Japantown
- Midtown
- Tamien
- Communications Hill

Job Centers
– North San Jose
– North Coyote
– Edenvale
– Evergreen

Berryessa

Almaden

Edenvale

Evergreen
Cambrian

Alum Rock

237 680

101

85

87

280

880

Coyote

West Valley

Alviso

North 
San 
Jose



Where Housing is PlannedWhere Housing is Planned

San Jose Flea Market

Hitachi Campus North San Jose

Downtown 



ChallengesChallenges
• New legislation and statutory 

requirements:
– Identification of 200-year flood areas
– Analysis for persons with disabilities
– Emergency shelters and special needs 

facilities

• Meeting build-out of the capacity:
– within the 2007-2014 timeframe
– at the affordability requirements of RHNA



Meet other Policy ObjectivesMeet other Policy Objectives
within the existing General Planwithin the existing General Plan

• Economic Development:  Strengthen 
commercial areas with mixed-use 
development and preserve employment 
lands

• BART and Light Rail Stations: Facilitate 
intensification of sites near transit with good 
pedestrian and bike access

• Affordable Housing: Build in diverse 
locations planned for housing



ConclusionConclusion
• San Jose has sufficient 

capacity to meet housing 
needs through 2014

• Challenge in achieving build-
out within the 2007-2014 
timeframe

• Establish policies that 
promote development of 
complete, balanced, 
neighborhoods
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